The prospect of teaching students with significant disabilities to begin to read with comprehension and
begin to write generatively can seem overwhelming. Often we decide to teach only “functional” skills.
But what is more functional than literacy? This presentation will cover: assessment for stu-
dents who are difficult to assess, shared reading (developing a love of reading, and supporting lan-
guage through reading), emergent writing (beginning to write with symbols, words, and the alphabet),
self-selected story listening (listening to a range of engaging, age-respectful books), and an introduc-
tion to phonics (developing letter-sound connections) and phonemic awareness (understanding spoken
language at the word, syllable, and letter level). Throughout the day, you will see student samples, vid-
eos, and creative use of apps. Use of age-respectful activities and materials will be considered for

each section.
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Carolina), Honors of the Association, (North Carolina Augmentative Communication Association), and DiCarlo Outstanding Clinician
Award (North Carolina Speech-Language-Hearing Association), and ISAAC Fellow.



